
 

 

What Makes a Good Petty Officer? 
 
 
Good Petty Officers know what their uniform, their Navy, 
and their flag stands for.  They are proud members of the 
best fighting organization in the world.  The United States 
Navy. 
 
Good petty Officers are concerned with their Sailors' 
individual welfare and their future.  They pat their sailors 
on the back when they do well, and give them hell when they 
need it.  That way they make better Sailors and make 
progress.  They teach their trade.  They encourage.  They 
inspire.  They are consistent.  They are competitive.  Their 
outfit is the best.  They assume responsibility.  They give their 
Sailors responsibility.  They pass the word.  They create team 
spirit. 
 
Good Petty Officers put their hearts and souls into their 
work.  They radiate enthusiasm and spark.  They know the 
Navy.  They know their rates, and they genuinely appreciate 
what they know. 
 
Good Petty Officers recognize that success comes from the 
effort of a larger number of people, not just one or two.  
The whole organization has to function well, not just a few 
members.                                                                               
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